E E DIN G8 


AT 


The Col LE GE of the Right Hon. the 
Counteſs of HUNTINGDON, in Wales. 


RELATIVE TO 


Thoſe STuDptnTs called to go to her 
Ladyſhip's Col LEHRE in GEORGIA. 
ALSO, 


An Accor of their being ſet apart to the Work 
of the Holy Miniftry in AMERICA, at Tottenham- 
Court Chapel in London, on Tueſday the 20th of 


October, 1772, by the Rev. Mr. SHIRLEY and 


the Rev. Mr. Pizrcy, 
AND OF 


The Rev. Mr. PIERCV's FAREWEL SERMON, and 
PasToRAL CHARGE to them, as Preſident of 
Georgia College, on Tower-hill, Friday before their 
Embarkation. 

LIKEWISE 


Some Account of the Rev. Mr, Pitxcy's Farewet + 


SERMON to the Congregation in Tottenham - Court 
Chapel, on Sunday the 15th of Nowember, 1772. 
——— — — 


Is THREE LETTERS. 
By ONE WHO WAS PRESENT, 


a FO as — — 
The Harveſt truly is plenteous, but the Labourers are 2 
Pray ye therefore the Lord of the Harveſt, that he will ſend 
forth Labourers into his Harveſt, Matth. ix. 37, 38. 
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late meeting at Lady Huntingdon's College in Wales, 


requeſt ; but notwithſtanding my wiſh is, at all 
times to gratify you, the conſciouſneſs of my own 
inability, makes me undertake this with reluct- 
ance, as mere narratives of fact (related even in 
the beſt manner) are ſo inadequate to convey any 
feeling of the life and power of God, which at 
the time attends them, that I am ſure my poor 
attempts muſt fall very ſhort indeed. I ſhall, how- 
ever, obey you, and pray the bleſſed Maſter of 
the feaſt, who there ſo graciouſly and bountifully 
fed us with childrens bread, to give you a few 


. 
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re 


College in Wales, Of. 7. 1772. 


OU LD I hope in any meaſure, my dear 
friend, to do juſtice to the account you 
deſire me to give you, of what paſt at the 


I ſhould with much pleaſure comply with your 


crumbs from the broken fragments I ſhall en- 


deavour to gather together for your information. 

The affairs reſpecting the College i in Georgra, 
being fully ſettled, Lady Huntingdon's intention 
was to carry into execution, that which ſhe be- 
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lieved would moſt effectually be the means of 
promoting the knowledge of Chriſt, in the various 
provinces of America. Her Ladyſhip propoſed a 
meeting at the College in Wales, that the calls of 
ſuch ſtudents as offered themſelves to the work of 
the Lord abroad, might be examined; and alſo, for 
more effectually planning out the work in England, 
North and South Wales, and Ireland; and ſettling 
the College, by receiving or rejecting ſuch new 
ſtudents as ſhould be offered. Beſides the mini- 
ſters particularly intended to be preſent on that 
occaſion, all the ſtudents, variouſly engaged in 
different parts of the work, were appointed to be 
there on Wedneſday, October the 7th; the Friday 
following being deſigned as a day of ſolemn de- 
dication of thoſe called to go to America. | 

On Friday, October the 2d, Lady Huntingdon 
ſet out from Brilel, accompanied by the Rev. Mr. 
Shirley, the Rev. Mr. Piercy, Mr. Lloyd, and Mr. 
Wilſon, &c. from Bath. We had a fine paſſage, 


. and arrived at Abergavenny in the evening, where 


we met ſix of the ſtudents; ſome from the Col- 
lege, to attend Lady Huntingdon there, and others 
on their way from various places, to be preſent 
at the meeting on the gth. Next morning we ſet 
out for the College, and were met on the road by 
ſeveral other ſtudents, It rained hard, and the 
waters were much out, which was the only un- 
pleaſant part of our journey, either there, or on 
our return ; but even this had its bleſſing, as we 
experienced the Lord's faithfulneſs to his Promile, 
6 that in paſſing through them, they ſhould not 


Over- 


„ 
overflow us.” We arrived ſafe at the College, at 
four o'clock, on Saturday afternoon. The ſtu- 
dents received Lady Huntingdon and the miniſters 
at the gate, with a hymn; Welcome, welcome, 
bleſſed ſervants, &c,” We afterwards dined : the 
ſtudents attended during dinner, and ſung, «© Ye 
ſervants of God, your Maſter proclaim, &c.” At 
ſeven in the evening, Mr. Caſſon, one of the ſtu- 
dents, preached from Iſaiab, chap. Ixi. part of 
the 1ſt verſe; ** To proclaim liberty to the cap» 
tives, and the opening of the priſon to them that 
are bound?“ The heads of his diſcourſe were, 
iſt. To whom, and to what, man is in bon 
viz. ſin, ſatan, death ſpiritual and temporal and 
eternal, the wrath of God; and likewiſe in bon- 
dage under the law. 2dly, How brought into 
this bondage, viz. by the fall, by the power of 
the devil, being taken captive at his will, and by 
the allurements of fin and the world. gdly, The 
nature of this ſtate ; and laſtly, That the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt proclaims liberty to the captives, 
After ſupper the ſtudents came in, and ſung a 
hymn or two, (which they always did after din- 
ner and ſupper) and after prayers, the company 
departed. 

On Sunday morning, at eight o'clock, the 
ſacrament was adminiſtered in the Chapel, by the 
Rev. Mr. Shirley, and the Rev. Mr. Piercy ; Mr, 
Shirley prayed, and gave two ſhort, but exceed- 
ingly ſweet exhortations, and Mr. Piercy con- 
cluded with prayer. At eleven o'clock, ſervice 
begun ; Mr, Piercy read prayers, and Mr. Shirley 

A2 preached 


141 
preached from T/aiah, chap. xxxiii. verſe 20, 21, 
22. „ Look upon Zion the city of our ſolemni- 
ties; thine eyes ſhall ſee Jeriſalem a quiet habita. 
tion, a tabernacle, that ſhall not be taken down; 
not one of the ſtakes thereof ſhall ever be re- 
moved, neither ſhall any of the cords thereof be 
broken ; but there the glorious Lord will be unto 
us a place of broad rivers and ſtreams ; wherein 
ſhall go no galley with oars, neither ſhall gallant 
ſhips paſs thereby: for the Lord is our judge, the 
Lord is our lawgiver, the Lord is our king, he 
will ſave us.” It was remarkable, that in the 
morning Lady Huntingdon opened the Bible at thoſe 
words, and was fo ſtruck with the ſweetneſs and 
blefling that was upon' them, that her Ladyſhip read 
them to more than one perſon, who happened to 
Tome into the room. "This circumſtance, Mr. 
$hirley was entirely ignorant of, but was ſo parti- 
cularly led to that portion of ſcripture, as to chuſe 
it for the ſubject of his diſcourſe, not long be- 
fore he went into the Chapel, in preference to 
unother he had intended to preach from; and 
from the life and bleſſing there was upon it and 
him, it ſeemed as if it had been choſen by the 
Lord for him. At four in the afternoon, Mr. 
Piercy preached from Iſaiab, chap. iv. ver. 5, 6. | 
&« And the Lord will create upon every dwelling- | 
place of mount Zion, and upon her aflemblies, 2 
cloud and ſmoke by day, ai.d the ſhining of a 
flaming fire by night: for upon all the glory 
ſhall be a defence. And there ſhall be a taber- 
hacle for a ſhadow in the day-time from _— 
3 an 
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and for a place of refuge, and for a covert fron 
ſtorm and from rain.” At ſeven in the even» 
ing, another of the ſtudents, preached : he was 
honoured by the Lord, in opening that great 
work now in the Weſt of England; and was 
likewiſe the firſt of Lady Huntingdon's ſtudents 
who preached in Dublin, His text was, Romans, 
chap. viii. ver. 1. There is therefore now no 
condemnation to them that are in Chriſt Jeſus,. 
who walk not after the fleſh, but after the Spirit.” 
He ſhewed in. what ſenſe a- perſon might be ſaid 
to be in Chriſt Jeſus, 11t. By external profeſſion; 
and adly, In reality and truth, by union, and be- 
ing ingrafted into Chriſt. the true vine, by living 
faith: 3dly, What are the particular marks ob 
thoſe who ard in Chriſt, viz. they walk not after 
the fleſh, but after the Spirit; they delight in 
God and his ways, being created anew in Chriſt 
Jeſus; old things are paſſed: away, and all things 
become new; they bring forth the fruits of the 
Spirit, love, joy, peace, &c. and are made-wil- 
ling to take up their croſs, and follow the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt whitherſoever he goeth: 4thly, The 
peculiar privileges of ſuch, to them there is no 
condemnation, neither ſhall there be any at death, 
or in the day of judgment; death being to them 
a meſſenger of peace, and the Lord himſelf their 
friend and guide through that dark valley, and 
their Redeemer their judge. He then ſpoke of 
the cauſe of this bleſſedneſs, and why there was 
no condemnation. to ſuch; namely, becauſe they 
| A 3. were. 
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„ 3 
were living members of Chriſt their living head, 
who lived and died for them : and then concluded 
with a very cloſe application and exhortation to 
thoſe who were thus delivered; and then, to 
thoſe who ſtill remained under condemnation, 
After this, Lady Huntingdon went into the ſtudy, 
and Jaid before the ſtudents the cauſe of the preſent 
meeting, more particularly than they had yet been 
informed of it; together with the nature of the in- 
tended eſtabliſhment of a college in Georgia this 
ſhe did in a few words, and the ſimpleſt manner 
poſſible, and unattended with any thing that could 
in the leaſt biaſs their minds in favour of going ; 
on the contrary, ſhe ſet their difficulties before 
them, with the fulleſt aſſurances at the ſame time, 
that ſhe had no wiſh for any one of them to take 
a ſingle ſtep in it, farther than their hearts were 
clearly drawn to it by the Lord ; and that her 
kindeſt care and protection would alike at all 
times be over thoſe who ſtayed, as well as thoſe 
who went; and earneſtly intreated them to make 
it a matter of fervent prayer to the Lord, that he 
would ſhew them his mind and will concerning 
it, 
On Monday morning, Mr. Shirley adminiſtered 
the facrament at eight o'clock, and gave a very 
ſweet exhortation, chiefly on theſe words of our 
Lord, Remember me.“ After breakfaſt, Lady 
Huntingdon, with Mr. Shirley and Mr. Percy, went 
to the ſtudy, where the ſtudents were all met, 
Mr. Shirley opened the meeting with _— 

an 
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and after a very cloſe faithful exhortation and 
application to their hearts by Mr. Pierc, their 
various calls for America were examined into, 
and earneſt prayer to the Lord to make the 
matter clear to them. At eleven o'clock, ano- 
ther of the ſtudents preached in the Chapel, 
from Phil. chap. iii. ver. 8.“ Vea, doubtleſs, and 
I count all things but loſs for the excellency of the 
knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus my Lord; for whom I 
have ſuffered the loſs of all things, 5 do count 
them but droſs, that I may win Chriſt.“ At ſeven 
in the evening, Mr. John Jones (a ſtudent) preached 
from Pſalm Ixxiii. ver. 28. © It is good for me to 
draw near to God.” He ſhewed, firſt, what it was 
to-draw near to God, and that it muſt be by faith, 
and likewiſe, from the Spirit of God convincing 
a ſoul 'of its own inability, and total incapacity 
to ſave-or help. itſelf: 2dly, The advantages of 
drawing near to God; they ſhall renew their 
ſtrength, they ſhall not be aſhamed, nor con- 
founded, world without end ; the Lord will hear 
and anſwer them, give his Holy Spirit, and out 
of his fulneſs they ſhall receive grace for grace: 
He, 3dly, preſſed very ſtrongly the neceflity of 
drawing near to God, as from their own wants 
and ignorance, there was an utter impoſlibility 
of their ever being, by any other means, de- 
voted to him, and that without it, they muſt 
likewiſe inevitably periſh for ever. His ſermon 
was very lively; and as ſoon as he had finiſhed, 
Mr. Newbone (another ſtudent) preached from 
L Peter, chap. iv, ver. 3, 4. Rlefſed be the 
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God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


4 Þ 


which, according to his abundant mercy, hath. 
begotten us again unto a lively hope, by the 
reſurrection from the dead, to an inheritance in- 
corruptible and undefiled, and which fadeth not 
away, reſerved in heaven for you.” The gene- 
ral heads on which he ſpoke, were theſe; iſt. 
The bleſſedneſs of thoſe who were thus begotten 
into a lively hope, which hope ſprung. from a 
living faith, being born again, and adopted into, 
the family of God; 2dly, The moving cauſe of 
this bleſſedneſs, the abundant. mercy of God, 
by the reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt, (on which. 
he ſpoke moſt ſweetly ;) and, laſtly, The end, 
viz. that we might receive an inheritance. And 
after ſpeaking on the firſt part of the text, 
s bleſſed be the Lord,” concluded with an ap- 
plication. The whole diſcourſe was indeed very 
excellent, and much to be approved.. 

Tueſday morning, the ſacrament was admi- 
niftered at the uſual hour: Mr. Piercy ſpoke. 
chiefly on, devotedneſs of heart to God, and 
Mr. Shirley prayed, There was afterwards a 
meeting on buſineſs in the ſtudy, which begun 
and ended with prayer and ſinging ; and at four 
in the afternoon, Mr. Shirley preached from As, 
chap. xxvi. ver. 16. © I have appeared unto thee 
for this purpoſe, to make thee a miniſter and 
a witneſs, both of this thing which thou haſt. 
ſeen, and of thoſe things in the which I will 
appear unto thee,” He ſpake particularly on 
the two offices to which Saint Paul was called, 
a mis 


FS 
2 miniier and a witneſs,. and very cloſely on the 
abſolute neceſſity there was for a witneſs, moſt 
fully and effectually to know the matter he wits 
neſſed; and concluded with a ſuitable applica» - 
tion, firſt, to thoſe preſent, who were called to 
the miniſtry, and then to the congregation in 
general, as private chriſtians. In the evening, 
Mr. Thomas Jones (a ſtudent) preached from 
Iſaiah, chap. xlv. ver. 17. But Iſrael ſhall 
be ſaved with an everlaſting ſalvation ; and ye 
ſhall not be aſhamed nor confounded, . world 
without end.“ He ſpoke principally on whe 
were the [/rae! of God, and that all who with 
juitice could be ſo called, were made ſuch by 
the application of the blood of Jeſus: Chriſt, 
and by being made meet to be partakers of the 
inheritance of the ſaints in light; and in his 
application, called on: all preſent to examine 
themſelves, how far they were of this number: 
and concluded, by ſhewing the greatneſs of the 
ſalvation through: life and at death. The ſer- 
mon was in itſelf good, but the unction that 
was on the young man himſelf, and what he 
ſaid, was ſo ſuperior to any thing that the words 
he ſpoke could make it, that it was remarked, 
and I believe ſtrongly felt by all, and conveyed 
to me very ſtrongly the meaning of theſe words, 
great grace was upon them.” Though 1 
mention this particularly of him, as it very 
much ſtruck me, I may with great truth put it 
(as it ſtands in ſcripture) “Great grace was 
upon them al/;” for indeed it was ſo, as there 
A 5 was 


. 
was not any of thoſe young men, who preached 
during our ſtay there, who did not appear to 
have the Lord very preſent with them, and to 
ſtand as ſo many living witneſſes for the power 
of that God, who chuſeth the weak things 
of this world, to confound the things which are 
mighty, and the things which are deſpiſed, 
(I pray God, neither you nor I may be ever of 
that number who deſpiſe ſuch) and things which 
are not, to bring to nought things that are, 
that no fleſh ſhould glory in his preſence.” In 
the evening, the Reverend Mr. Glaſcot, the Re- 
verend Mr. Croſs, the Reverend Mr. Eccles, and 
ſeveral others, arrived at the College; likewiſe, 
the Reverend Mr. Glaſebrock. 

On Hedneſday morning, the Rev. Mr. Shirley, 
and the Rev, Mr. Glaſcot, adminiſtered the ſa— 
crament: Mr, Glaſcot gave a very ſweet exhor- 
tation, and Mr. Shirley prayed. At four in the 
afternoon, the Rev. Mr. Piercy preached a very 
excellent and maſterly ſermon, from Epheſians, 
chap. iii. ver. 8. Unto me, who am leſs than 
the leaſt of all ſaints, is this grace given, that 
I ſhould preach among the Gentiles the un- 
ſearchable riches of Chriſt.” In the evening, 
Mr. Roberts (a ſtudent) preached from Galatians 
chap. iv. ver. 5. To redeem them that were 
under the law, that we might receive the adop- 
tion of ſons.” He ſpoke well, and very fully, 
on the ſtate of man by nature, and as under the 
law, and under the curſe; on the end of Chriſt's 
coming, to redeem them from this dreadful ſtate, 

and 
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and then on the glory of the adoption. A 
ſoon as ſermon. was over, three new ſtudents, 
who offered themſelves, were examined in the 
ſtudy. | 
On Thurſday, Mr. Shirley and Mr. Pierq 
adminiſtered the ſacrament ;. and at eleven 
o'clock, the Rev. Mr. Glaſebrook (a ſtudent, 
educated in the College, and now in orders) 
preached from thoſe words, This man re- 
ceiveth ſinners,” Luke xv. ver. 2. This ſermon 
1 did not hear. In the forenoon, there was a 
meeting in the ſtudy, which, as uſual, begun 
and ended with prayer and ſinging. The calls 
of ſuch ſtudents, as had arrived later at the 
College than others, on account of the diſ- 
tances of the places they had been labouring 
in, were fully examined in regard to America ; 
and the names of all thoſe who were ſatisfied 
from the leadings and calls of the Lord on 
their hearts, that it was his appointed place 
for them, were ſet down, viz. Mr. John Ceſſim, 
Mr. William M hite, Mr. Joſeph Cooke, Mr. 
Daniel Roberts, Mr. Thomas Tones, Mr. Thomas 
Hill, and Mr. Lewis Richards, After this, 
the miniſters entered into a particular exami- 
nation of their principles and doctrines, and 
had the ſatisfaction of finding them as much 
united in heart and mind with each other, as 
they were like to be in their labours. They 
then proceeded to the examination of ſome 
young men, who offered themſelves as ſtu- 
dents; after vrhich the meeting ended. At 
A 6 ſeven 
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bind up that which was broken, and will 


the ſtudents, and with much faithfulneſs, moſt 
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ſeven in the evening, Mr. Thomas Hill (a ſtu- 
dent) preached from Ezek. chap. xxxiv. ver. 16. 
« I will ſeek that which was loſt, I will bring 
again that which was driven away, and will 


ſtrengthen that which was ſick; but I will 
deſtroy the fat and the ſtrong, I will feed them 
with judgment.” I wiſh I could recollect the 
heads of this ſermon ; but, beſides their having 
eſcaped my memory, (though I was much. 
pleaſed at the time) I have ſwelled this account. 
ſo much beyond the bounds of a letter, that I 
muſt haſten to give you an account of what 1 
may call the great day of our feaſt, which,, 
though a day never to be forgotten, yet I am 
the leſs able to give you a ſatisfactory account 
of, than any other day, during the whole time, 
as the bleſſing that was over the whole is better 
felt than deſcribed. 

In the morning we met at the uſual hour for. 
the ſacrament, which was adminiſtered by the 
Rev. Mr. Shirley and the Rev. Mr. Piercy; 
the ſtudents to be devoted to God for the work. 
in America, ſtood in the front of the table; and 
after the communion-ſervice was read, and the 
elements conſecrated, Mr. Pierq addreſſed him- 
felf in a molt ſtriking and uſeful exhortation to 


cloſely applied to their hearts and conſciences,, 
not only the neceſſity of their being given up to 
God, as private chriſtians, and for their own 
fouls fake, but how much more was connected 


with, 
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with, and included in, that moſt ſolemn dedi-- 
cation of themſelves, as called of God, and 
ſent forth by him as his ambaſladors to a loſt 
world. He laid before them, in the ſtrongeſt man- 
ner poſſible, the trials, temptations, dangers, 
and hardſhips of various kinds, they muſt expect 
to meet with, if. they were found faithful fol-- 
lowers of the Lord whitherſoever he went; and 
earneſtly exhorted them before they devoted. 
themſelves. at his table, and there ſealed them 
felves his ſervants for thoſe particular purpoſes, 
that they would well examine their hearts, as in 
the preſence of God; and that if there were any 
conſcious reſerves. there,. any drawing back from: 
the Lord, or the calls they had profeſſed, or that 
any among them was fearful or faint-hearted, 
begged they would withdraw. At the ſame time 
exhorted ſuch to. take courage, whoſe doubts- 
might only ariſe from a ſenſe of their own weak 
neſs, by ſetting forth. the power of the Lord, 
as able to carry them through all, and enable 
them to. finiſh their courſe-with joy. He then. 
prayed, and after. adminiſtering the ſacrament to 
the clergy who were preſent, gave it to the ſeven 
ſtudents. The awful ſolemnity that appeared upon 
their countenances, and that might eaſily be ſeen 
to be upon their hearts, and indeed over the- 
whole congregation, I am not able to expreſs ;_ 
but I believe there was none preſent who did not. 
feel it, and: very few, if any, who did not ſhed: 
tears on the occaſion. The other ſtudents, Lady 
Huntingdon, and the reſt of the congregation, 
then 
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then received; after which, Mr. Shirley turned to 
the American ſtudents, expreſſed the comfort and 
joy it gave him, to ſee the readineſs with which 
they offered ' themſelves to the ſervice of the 
Lord, and the willing ſacrifice they made of all 
that was moiſt near and dear to them, for his 
ſake; and in the moſt tender and affectionate 
manner, not only exhorted, but encouraged them. 
to go on from the views, both of the power and» 


the love of their bleſſed Lord and Maſter ; which 


he ſpoke of with ſuch feeling, as to draw tears 
of love from their eyes. Mr. Glaſcot, likewiſe, 
ſpoke moſt ſweetly to them, with much life and 
ſimplicity of ſpirit, and mentioned a circumſtance 
which I cannot help taking notice of, as I think 
it was a pretty thought. It was of one of the 
American provinces, the device of whoſe great 
ſeal is a poor Indian boy, with a label in his 
hand, with theſe words, Come over and help 
us.” After ſinging, &c. Mr. Piercy concluded 
the whole with prayer. At eleven o'clock, ſer- 
vice began in the Chapel, and Mr. Shirley 
preached from Judges, ch. v. ver. 1, 2. Then 
ſang Deborah and Barak the ſon. of Abinoam, on 
that day, ſaying, Praiſe ye the Lord for the 


avenging of /ſrael, when the people willingly- 


offered themſelves.” Mr. John Harris afterwards 
preached in Welfb, which, by the help of his ſon 
as an interpreter, we underſtood : his text was 
Rom. chap. ix. ver. 15. Ve have not received 
the ſpirit of bondage again to fear, but ye have 


received the ſpirit of adoption, whereby we cry, 
Abba, 
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Abba, Father.“ From this time until dinner, 
(and indeed, 1 believe even then) the Chapel 
was never empty, as the ſtudents, who were ſo 
ſoon to leave their friends, and many of them 
their ſpiritual children in that part of the world, 
perhaps never to meet again on earth, continued 
praying, ſinging, and exhorting by turns ; and 
the poor dear Melſb people, all on their knees 
and in tears, and ſome of them crying, and 


praying for the ſtudents aloud. I went into the 


Chapel, and though I could not underſtand what 
they ſaid, I was ſo overcome by their ſeeming 
diſtreſs, that I could not ſtay. At three o'clock, 
Mr. Piercy preached from 2 Tim. chap. iv. ver. 5; 
© But watch thou in all things, endure afflic- 
tions, do the work of an evangeliſt, make full 
proof of. thy miniſtry.” And at ſix, Mr. Glaſcet 
preached from Jude, ver. 21. Keep yourſelves 
in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, unto eternal life.” This very 
bleſſed day concluded with a Love-Feaſt. After 
ſinging and prayer, Mr. Shirley and Mr. Ptercy 
exhorted, and ſpoke ſuitably to the occaſion. 
Mr. John Harris, likewiſe, ſpoke both in Engliſh 
and Melſb, and with that power and life he is 
ſo particularly bleſſed with. The whole concluded 
very happily with prayer and ſinging. 

On Saturday morning, Mr. Glaſcot and Mr. 
Glaſebrook adminiſtered the ſacrament ; and after 
part of the forenoon being ſpent in the ſtudy, in 
ſettling the various works in England, Ireland and 
Wales, Mr. John Harris (a ſtudent, who has 


been 


11 

been greatly bleſſed at Hull in Toriſbire) preached 
a very excellent ſermon indeed, from Math. 
chap, xxii. ver. 11. Friend, how cameſt thou 
in hither, not having on a wedding garment?“ 
At ſix, in the evening, Mr. Richards (a ſtudent) 


preached from-1 Pet, chap. iv. ver. 17, 18. * For 
the time is come, that judgment muſt begin at. 
the houſe of God; and if the righteous ſcarcely 
be ſaved, where ſhall the ungodly and ſinner ap- 
pear ?” He ſpoke both in 7/etþ and Englih; and 
the great ſweetneſs and ſimplicity of his ſpirit, . 
much more than made up for any deficiencies: 
which the moſt critical hearer might find, from 
his being little accuſtomed to preach in Engliſb. 


Mr. Cooke (another ſtudent) afterwards went to 


prayer, as it was too late to preach. 

Sunday morning, Mr. Shirley and Mr. Percy 
adminiſtered the ſacrament; and at ten o'clock,, 
Mr. Shirley preached from John, chap. xviii.. 
ver. 36. My kingdom is not of this world.” 
And immediately after him, the Rev. Mr. J/l- 
liams preached in Welſb, and a little Engliſh, from 
Iſaiah, chap. xxviii. ver. 16.“ He that believeth 
ſhall not make haſte,” The reſt of the fore- 
noon was ſpent much as it was on Friday, among 
the poor people, viz. in prayers and tears for the 
ſtudents, who exhorted them with much life and 
faithfulneſs. I never ſo much wiſhed to under- 


ſtand Welſb as then, particularly in a prayer of 


Mr. Richards (the ſtudent) which ſeemed to 
ſpring from ſuch earneſtneſs of ſpirit, and ſo ex- 
ceedingly to bow doyyn and overcome all thoſe 
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no underſtood him, that though many wee? 
Huld not get in, ſtood without the door, I hoped 
find an interpreter among them, but failed in 
y attempt, on account of the great eagerneſs. 
ach had to attend for his own profit. At three 
dee afternoon, Mr. Piercy preached from Exod.. 
Wap. xiv. ver. 15. © Speak unto the children of 
Val, that they go forward.” At five, Mr. Jahn 
larris preached in Fel; and between ſix and 
een, Mr. Glaſcot preached from Gal. chap. iv. 
er. 6. © Becauſe ye are ſons, God hath ſent: 
Worth the ſpirit of his Son into your hearts, 
Wcrying, Abba, Father.“ | 
On Monday, the 12th, the ſtudents dedicated 
or America, ſet out from the College in Wales, 
for London, and were received by Mr. Neen at 
che Tabernacle-Houſe, and with great and un- 
ſpeakable love by all Mr. Whitefield's friends; a. 
W ſhower of grace ſeemed to deſcend upon them. 
and the congregations, and continued during all. 
the various miniſtrations on this occaſion. 
= On Sunday, Odsober the 18th, Mr. Shirley: 
preached. at Tottenham-Court, from As xxvi. 17, 
18.“ I ſend thee to open their eyes, and to turn 
chem from darkneſs to light, and from the power 
of Satan unto God, that they may receive for- 
giveneſs of ſins, and inheritance among them 
which are ſanctified by faith that is in me.“ At 
three o'clock Mr. Piercy preached at the ſame 
place, from Matth. xiii. 31, 32. The kingdom 
of heaven is like unto a grain of muſtard-ſeed,. 
which. a man took and ſowed in his field, which. 
indeeds 
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indeed is the leaſt of all ſeeds, but when it is 
grown, it is the greateſt among herbs, and be- 
cometh a tree; ſo that the birds of the air come 
and lodge in the branches thereof.“ At half an 
hour after five Mr. Piercy preached at the Taber- 
nacle, from As xx. 24. None of theſe things 
move me, neither count I my life dear unto my- 
ſelf, ſo that I might finiſh my courſe with joy, 
and the miniſtry which I have received of the Lord 
Jeſus, to teſtify the goſpel of the grace of God.“ 


I will now attempt giving you ſome account 
of the bleſſed opportunities I have erioyed this 
week, on the dedication of the Young ſtudents 
who are going to America. 

On Tueſaay morning, one of them (Mr. Hill) 
preached at Tottenham Chapel, from the laſt verſe 
of the xxviith of Iſaiab : And it ſhall come 
to paſs in that day, that the great trumpet ſhall. 
be blown, and they ſhall come which were ready 
to periſh in the land of Aſyria.” And moſt 
ſweetly he ſhewed, that the trumpet of the goſpel 
was now ſounding in all lands ; that though the- 
Lord made uſe of diſterent trumpets ; ſome who- 
for their eloquence might be called ſilver trumpets, 
and others for their weakneſs might be only rams- 
horns; yet the power of God was equally manifeſt- 
ed in the pulling down the ſtrong-holds of ſin, and 
turning them from darkneſs unto light. Happy 
ſhouid I be to remember the ſweet words he ſpoke 
ta them, who felt themſelves ready to periſh ; de- 


Caring the free invitation they had to come to Jeſus,, 
and. 
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and his power and willingneſs to draw them to him» 
On Tweſday evening was the time appointed for 
te ſolemn dedication of theſe ſeven young men 
WT to. the work of the miniſtry, when there was a 
general ſacrament :. a more ſolemn and affecting 
ght I never ſaw. The young men were dreſt 
in-their college gowns, and fat in the front of the 
green-ſeat, Lady Huntingdon at their head; Mr. 
Piercy, Mr. Shirley, Mr. Owen, and Mr. — 
were the miniſters. Mr. Piercy began by telling 
the congregation the occaſion. of their meeting; 
and after, in a moſt ſtriking manner, reprefented 
to the young men, the greatneſs of the work they 
were called to, the innumerable difficulties they muſt 
expect to encounter; that they muſt go with their 
lives in their hands, ready to ſacrifice them when- 
ever their Lord ſhould call them to it; that they 
were now about to devote themſelves to the Lord, 
to ſpread his name in foreign climes, to be inſtru- 
ments in his hands of calling in his elect ; that 
for this glorious hope, they muſt give up all, 
every relation both of nature and grace, and fol- 
low the Lamb whitherſoever his footſteps lead 
them : that when once they had undertaken this 
arduous work, in the preſence of God, angels, 
and men, and the whole congregation, not to 
turn back like Lot's wife, leſt they periſhed with 
a worſe deſtruction from the preſence of the Lord. 
In ſhort, he gave us ſuch an idea of what it was 
to be devoted in body, ſoul, and ſpirit, as was: 
enough to make one tremble. On the other 
hand, he ſpoke moſt ſweetly to them, of what the-- 
Lorck 
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Lord had provided for their ſupport and encou- 
ragemen only in reſpec to the glory that 
ſhoulc „ but n their preſent work. 
He te. chem, if E caſt into priſon, 
the Lord would ' n . ” as With Joſeph; 
were they caſt into * fiery kArnace, the Son of 


the fire, that their very raiment ſhould not be 
them; were they caſt into the den of lions, the 


ſtrain them from hurting them. He then ad- 
dreſſed himſelf. to the congregation, begging their 


us, that though. we were not called, like them, to- 
take up our croſs, and bear it beyond ſea ; yet we 


true followers of a crucified Jeſus.: that we muſt 
daily feel a. crucihxion to the world, to all its: 
honours, and all its maxims, if we would be 
Chriſt's in reality. He then aſked us, what we 
had forſaken. for Chriſt:? Had we forſaken our ſins, 
our luſts, our reputation, our eaſe, our ſfelf-in- 
dulgence, and every thing, as. far as it ſtood in 
any competition with. Chriſt ? He finiſhed with: 
a moſt ardent and powerful prayer ; and I never 
beheld any thing more affected than himſelf was.. 
Mr.. Plercy then adminiſtered the ſacrament to the 


heart, manifeſting itſelf in his tearful eyes, ad- 
dreſſed himſelf. to the ſtudents, to offer them all. 
the comforts their ſtate allowed of. He told them, 


God would walk with them there, and reſtrain. 
finged,. nor even the ſmell of the fire paſs upon 


Eord kad. dale for their jaws, and would re 


prayers for himſelf and the ſtudents, declaring to- 


had and muſt equally take it up, if we would be 


ſtudents. Mr. Shirley, with the tenderneſs of his 


their 
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their ſtate was far preferable to thoſe who had 
gone before them, gs their Predeceflor had paved 
2 way, and had rene a place for th.” 1 * 2 
the hearts of ma. dle were open, 8 
them; and ſpelt.” + „ 5 et, and — 
things to them, oh the ſane as before, and 
prayed. Theſe exhortations and prayers were 
intermixed with hymns ſung by the ſtudents. 
Your heart would have been like melting wax, to 
have ſeen theſe ſeven devoted young creatures 
ſtand with the moſt determined reſclution, to 
ſuffer, and ſpend, and be ſpent in the c. ot God; 
and at the ſame time feeling the parting with 
their native land, their relations, friends, and 
Patroneſs, with the moſt tender concern : I hope 
I ſhall not ſoon forget it. The ſacrament was 
afterwards adminiſtered to the congregation, and 
the ordinance much enlivened the whole time, by 
many ſweet h and Mr. Piercy ſpeaking upon 
them. Ii ſolemnity ended about ten o'clock ; 
and a ſweeter evening I never ſpent. Praiſe the 
Lord, O my ſoul, and forget not all his benefits! 
On Wedneſday evening we had a Love-Feaſt at 
the Tabernacle : the crowd the preceding even- 
ing was only to be exceeded by this. After an 
hymn, Mr. Piercy made an exhortation on love. 


He told us, the whole of our ſalvation was the 
work of love; that the love of the Father · had 
planned it before the world began; that love 
cauſed the Son to execute it in time; and the 
Holy Ghoſt teſtified of the love of the Triune- 
God, in 1 our hearts; that he that dwelleth in 


love, 


\ 
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love, dwelleth in God, and God in him; that 
it was for this cauſe we were now aſſembled 
together, to cat bread, and drink water, in token 
of hearts being united together in love to our 
Head, the Lord Jeſus, and to one another; 
that it was particularly appointed at this ſeaſon, 
for thoſe dear young men, who were now 
putting their lives in their hands, to ſpread the 
Redeemer's praiſe, and to call in his baniſhed 
ones. He then turned to them, and exhorted 
them moſt awfully, to continue in the work they 


had undertaken; he exhorted them in the moſt f f | 


perſuaſive manner, to continue in love one with 
another; and warned them againſt the tempta- 
tions the devil might put in their way, to break 
the bond of love if poſſible; and guarded them 
againſt entertaining hard thoughts of one another, 
envying one another's ſuperior ſucceſs or gifts; and 
if even their divine Maſter ſhould put more abun- 
dant honour on ſome more than others, yet they 
ſhould be watchful againſt a contemptuous thought 
of their brother; aſſuring them, in ſo doing they 
would provoke God to reſume his own gifts. He 
warned them in a moſt awful manner, to be ſin- 


cere in what they were about; aſſuring them, if A 


there was one not ſound in heart, himſelf and that 


whole congregation would be a ſwift witneſs 


againſt him in the day of judgment. Think, 
my dear, what an awful idea, of praying, eating, 
and drinking with theſe dear young men in token 
of love, and then appearing againſt them. After 
this, they ſtood up, and declared how the Lord 

| had 
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ad won them to dedicate themſelves to him, by 
ifferent manifeſtations of himſelf unto them. 
heir experiences were delightful to hear, and 
Noeetly and uſefully did they ſpeak to us. I 
Yrng to give you ſome account of what they ſaid ; 
Hut as there were ſeven that ſpoke, it would take up 
o much paper for me to ſend you at preſent. 
PF articulars I hope to write you next week. 


I am, &c. 
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LETTER H. 


London, Oct. 22, 1772. 1 ? 
V deareſt friend, I make no apology fol 

reſuming the ſubjet of my laſt E . 
I know you have too ſtrong a ſenſe of the neil 

of ſalvation yourſelf, not to be intereſted in 1M 
work carrying on for that joyful ſound being car. 4 
ried to the utmoſt parts of the earth; and toi 
much love for thoſe who have undertaken it, not 9 5 
to with to know a little of it. I am particular 
angry with, and aſhamed of myſelf, that I ca-. 
not remember all the experiences of the ſtudents, i 
to ſend you a better account; but if I can men 
with any body to converſe with, you ſhall have: . 
better. One of them was brought into the veij 
deepeſt deſpair, inſomuch that he was once temped 
to take up a ſword to kill himſelf ; but the Lori Y 
in mercy ſaved him from that deſperate act, and be 1 a 
came up to London, and frequented many meetings, 
but found no relief: at laſt he went to St. Dun. 
92 s, and heard Mr. Romaine preach on Deut. iv. 
4. Le that did cleave unto the Lord your Gl 
are alive every one of you at this day.” He knew 4 

He had cteaved unto the Lord his God, but coull 

not find he had eternal life; till ſoon after, wal - 


ing along Great Queen-ftreet, he had theſe words 
0 
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with an everlaſting love, therefore with loving- 


* b impreſſed on his heart, © I have loved thee 


—— 


indneſs have I drawn thee:“ that being filled with | 


peace, he has gone on his way rejoicing. There 


as another, who was awakened at fifteen, and 
Vent on for five years ſinning againſt light and love, 
Mauntil at laſt he concluded himſelf quite a reprobate; 
; 9 a hen the Lord in the depth of his miſery ſpoke 

Wife into him, but has entirely forgot by what 
4 Eſcripture. They all ſpoke moſt feelingly of the 
el ® 


love of Jeſus, and recommended him as the only 


(object worthy our purſuit. Thus happily we 
1 6 pent the evening, until near eleven o'clock. 
„and ſurely this week, I do think I have (and I 
oHope all have experienced the ſame) had ſome 
little foretaſte of the happineſs of angels and 
nM lorificd ſpirits. If with hearts united in love to 
ne another, and to Jeſus their common Saviour, 
eo be continually ſinging his praiſes, and enjoying 
os preſence, be heaven, ſurely ſomething of this 
1 5 as been brought down to our ſouls in theſe 


eetings. 

Thurſday morning we met again, at ſeven, in 

he Thapel. Another ſtudent, Mr. Roberts, preach- 

v5 | Wd. His text was, „My grace is ſufficient for 
4 hee.” 


i ; Wriking things he ſpoke on the Roſe of Sharon, 


ew {Foe to him; that the Saviour was ready to re- 
eive all that came to him; that he was called the 

% Sharon, or the roſe of the field, becauſe 
ne grew common for all; © whoſoever will, may 


B pluck 


He preached exceeding ſweet z many 


inviting all who felt their need of Jeſus, to 


$ 
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pluck this roſe,” not ſhut up in the gardens of 
the great, where none but illuſtrious people might | 
be benefited by it, but it grew in the lowly val- | 
ley, where the pooreſt ſoul might partake of its 
fragrancy. In the evening, Mr. Shirley preached, 
and took his leave of the ſtudents, upon Iſaiab, 
xxv. Ver. 6, 7, 8. And in this mountain ſhall 
the Lord of hoſts, &c.” He ſhewed, that this moun- 
tain, ſignified the church of God; that the images 
made uſe of, were the things eſteemed moſt ex- 
cellent on earth, and were emblems of the rich 
ſpiritual feaſt God had provided, viz. pardon and 
peace through the blood of Jeſus ; and earneſtly 
invited all who felt their need, to come freely and 
partake of this feaſt ; whoſocver will, let kim 
come and take of the waters of life freely.” He 
ſpoke of the various kinds of vails that overſpread 
all hearts ; the vail of fin, the vail-of unbelief, 
the vail of ſelf-righteouſneſs: when once made 
ſenſible of this, we ſhould find it too narrow to 
wrap ourfelves in: the vail of human wiſdom, 
which while we remained in, we muſt continue 
fools, and great fools too, He then ſweetly il 
opened the latter end of his text, that theſe bleſ- 
ſings were throughout eternity: that the believer W 
need not fear being deprived of them by death, 
for the Lord Jeſus had ſwallowed up death in 4 
victory. He concluded his ſubject, with the cer- / 
tainty of the promiſes to all believers, from the 
immutability of God's word, who had ſpoken it; 
and then took a moſt affectionate leave of the ſtu- 


dents. 
On 
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On Friday, Mr. Piercy preached on Towers 
Hill, There was a little ſcaffold erected for the 
pulpit, on which ſcaffold, before the pulpit, ſat 
the ſtudents. The text was, Go ye into all 
the world, and preach the goſpel to every crea- 
ture, &c.“ There was an innumerable number of 
people. The ſermon was exceeding awful and 
fine : he ſet forth the ſtate we were to be ſaved 
from, and the glorious ſalvation that was to be 
freely beſtowed on them that believe; the miſery 
of thoſe who died without this great ſalvation, 
and the real bleſſedneſs of being intereſted in it. 
The itudents went from thence to the ſhip, and 
took poſſeſſion of their cabbins, with prayer and 
hymns, and Mr. Percy with them. I have ſince 
heard, that one of the moſt hardened ſcoffers, 
who made a noiſe for ſome time, was quite melt- 
ed down, and followed them weeping quite to the 
ſhip. In the evening we went to the Tabernacle; 
there were two ſermons preached in VNelſb the 
firſt was by Mr, Jones, from We preach' not 
ourſelves, but Chriſt Jeſus:“ and he mixed a lit- 
tle Eugliſb with it, very ſweet, and much to the 
purpoſe: he ſpoke alſo with a great feeling of the 
love of Jeſus. Mr. Roberts then preached, but 
uſed no Engliſh; but I was happy in being per- 
mitted to be even in one houſe with theſe precious 
ſouls, and joining in heart with them, 

Saturday morning we met at the Chapel ; an- 
other ſtudent preached, Mr. Can I felt his 
ſermon molt of all; the text was, My Beloved 
is mine, and I am his.” Firſt, Our beloved was 
B 2 ours, 
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ours, by the gift of the Father; © God ſo loved 
the world, he gave his only begotten Son, &c.“ 
Secondly, By the gift of himſelf, “ he gave his 
life a ranſom for many; Thirdly, By poſſeſſion, 
without which, all the reſt was nothing worth ; 
that he muſt be revealed in our hearts by faith ; 
and very ſtrong he was on our perſonal knowledge 
of it for ourſelves. He brought the parable of the 
ſtrong man armed, and appealed to us, if it were 
poſſible for a ſtronger than he to come, and he 
not know it, and take from him all his armour 
wherein he truſted, and divide the ſpoil, and we 
to continue inſenſible of the great change paſſed 
upon him or us: that Chriſt taking the poſſeſſion 
of the heart, could alone give us victory and 
{ſtrength ; that he came to ſave his people from 
their ſins, that he reigns King of kings, and 
Lord of lords, and more particularly King of 
ſaints : that it was impoſſible to ſay, My Be- 
loved is mine,” without being a ſaint ; therefore, 
he was given to be our prieſt, our king, our ſa- 
crifice, our ſcape-goat, that was to carry our fins 
into the land of forgetfulneſs, where they would 
never, never, never be remembered more: that he 
was given to be our prophet : that as Chriſt was 
given to be ours, by the Father's gift, ſo were we 
Chriſt's by the ſame gift, “ thine they were, and 
thou gaveſt them me;” purchaſed by his precious 
blood, made the temples of the Holy Ghoſt, and 
by a daily ſurrender of ourſelves to him. He was 
excceding ſweet in his inference, if Chriſt was 
ours, all was ours, his blood was ours, whereto 
0 we 
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we might go, as a fountain opened for an act 
uncleanneſs, his righteouſneſs was ours, wherein 
we ſtood compleat before the Father, his ſpirit 


Vas ours, every bleſſing in time and eternity was 
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the power of his own ſpirit, ſhedding abroad * 


ours, Gloriouſly did he ſpeak of the promiſes, 
and was much enlarged in prayer. 

In the evening there was a ſacrament at Tot- 
tenham-Court Chapel. Mr. Pierey ſpoke moſt 
fweetly in his exhortation, much the ſame in ſub- 
ſtance with the laſt, ſtill entreating our prayers 
for the young men, and exhorting us to-ſurrender. 
ourſelves, body, ſou], and ſpirit, to live to our 
Redeemer's glory, and to be holy ſacrifices to him 
during the adminiſtration. He ſpoke moſt delight- 
fully, and led us through. the ſcene of our Lord's 
ſufferings, from the garden of Gethſemane, where 
he bore the load of his Father's wrath for our. 
tranſgreſſion; from thence to the judgment hall, 
where he was ſo cruelly and deſpitefully uſed ; 
and at laſt to his moſt painful and ignominious 
death. This view of our Lord's ſufferings, at 
the time we were eating that body which was 
given for us, and drinking that blood which was 
ſhed for us, to make us, whoſe ſins-were as ſcar- 
let, white as ſnow, was delightful. O] how I. 
wiſhed for you: what would I give to be the. 
means of tran{mitting to you a taſte of the bliſs I 
enjoyed in theſe meetings this week, and tſtat 
evening. May the Lord ſupply them to you, by 


love in your heart. 
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On Sunday morning, Mrs. Carteret and Mrs. 
Cavendiſh, carried me to Woolwich, and excepting 
the time for neceſſary refreſhment, the whole day 
was ſpent in the ſervice of our God. Before the 
ſervice, the ſtudents fung two hymns, afterwards 
there was ſervice and ſacrament. Mr. Prercy 
preached on Canticles, ** Who is ſhe that looketh 
forth as the morn, fair as the moon, terrible as, 
&c.” He was exceeding ſweet in deſcribing the 
glory of the believing foul, and the conqueſt ſhe 
ſhould obtain from her glorious head ; took a 
molt affecting leave of the people, who ſeem a 
ſerious lively congregation. He pleaded cloſely 
with thoſe who had fat under his miniſtry, with- 
out ever having had their hearts renewed. The 
whole was very affecting. We went to an Inn 
at N ooltwich, where a dinner was provided. The 
dear ſtudents then ſung a hymn, and we drove to 
the "Tabernacle, which we found ſo amazingly 
filled, that had it been any body but Lady Hun- 
tingden and her ſuite, it would have been impoſ- 
ſible to get in. Mr. Percy preached from theſe 
words, Aſk of me, and I will give you the 
heathen for thine inheritance, &c.” He clearly 
ſhewed the love and mercy of the Saviour, in 
aſking the heathen for his inheritance; not to 
deſtroy them, but to ſave them; not to caſt 
them into hell, but to be his portion for ever. 
He then referred to the errand of the ſtu- 
dents, begging their prayers, and pleaded with 
the careleſs, as if he thought it the laſt time he 
might ever meet them until the judgment day. 

When 
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1g eents got up into the pulpit, and each of them. 
1 ook leave of us in ſo ſimple, ſo affectionate, 
„ and ſo tender a manner, it would have made 
1; our heart bleed to have heard them. Their 
ſpeeches in general were ſhort, and much the 
7 WE {ime in ſubſtance. They expreſſed, ſince they 


nad been in London, that they had found much- 
of the love and power of God reſt upon their 
XX own' ſouls; for which they had been led to 
EE think the people had been much in prayer for 
them; thanked them for their love, as they 
had received many offers of preſents, and notes 
1 and letters from them; begged their prayers ;. 
and all faid, they never expected to ſee us 
again; many ſpoke with the greateſt gratitude 
of the Counteſs of Huntingden, but without 
2 2 ſtudied: ſpeech,. or any thing that might. 
look like flattery. Mr. Coon, who had been 
= longeſt at the College, ſpoke firſt, and recom- 
== mended her Ladyſhip to the people's prayers, 
and faid, it almoſt broke his heart to part 
with her. One, whoſe name is Richards, a 
& ſweet young man, ſpoke moſt meltingly through-. 

= out the whole; and Mr. Roberts ended his with, 
XF what now can I do for you, but commit you. 
into the hands of Jeſus; if I had a dearer 
friend, I would commit you to him, but I. 
know of none who will have ſuch a tender 
concern for you. To-day the dear youths are 
to ſet oft; the Lord, I hope, will be their 
conſtant companicn, ſpeak the tempeſt into a 
_ mY calm, 
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calm, and bring them unto. the haven where 
they would be. O! may the Lord prepare all 
hearts to receive them, and the bleſſed meſſage 


they have to deliver; may he raiſe them up 
fathers and friends inftead of thoſe they leave 
behind ; 'or rather may he himſelf be father, 
mother, brother, friend, and their Al. After 
having ſpent much time with them, and en- 
joyed the happineſs of their ſociety, you muſt 
not wonder if my heart is full of them. 
Thus, my dear friend, I have attempted to 
ge you a very imperfect account of what is 
going on here, and aſhamed I am it is ſo very 
lame, and that it will give you ſo poor an idea 
of the happineſs we enjoy, to whom the Lord has 
vouchſafed the liberty to make one at theſe glo- 
rious meetings: I never ſo much wiſhed for a 
clear retentive memory as at preſent. I muſt not 
omit telling you, that each time the ſtudents have 
preached, there have been notes put up next 
meeting, to return thanks for bleſſings under 
their miniſtry, 

My deareft friend, laſt night was, indeed, what 
my ſiſter calls the Methodift Jubilee; and I readily 
adopt her expreſſion, as it was truly ſo to me, and I 
verily believe to all who with their hearts partook of 
the feaſt of fat things ſo amply provided for them. 
It was the happieſt week ever ſpent. May you and 
I, my deareſt friend, enjoy the prefence and love 
of God to all eternity, as I have done this week, 


without the allay this body of fin and death brings 
with it, and with one heart and one voice, Join 


Wit 


C 1 
with the thouſand times ten thouſand, who ſür- 
round his throne, ſinging glory, honour, . praiſe, 
and power be unto the Lamb for ever. Fefus- 
Chriſt is our Redeemer; Hallelpjah. Amen. 


I. am, , &c.. 
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LETTER III. 


London, Nov. 9, 1772. 


My deareſt Friend, 


night before laſt, I have taken up my pen 
to get another ready for you, as ſoon as 1 have 
materials enough to fill a convenient quantity of 
paper. The pleaſure you tel] me you have re- 
ceived, by the account of the former opportuni- 
ties, animates me to attempt ſending you the ſub- 
ſtance of thoſe, which, through God's goodneſs, 
I am now enjoying. In dependence upon that 
blefled promiſe, under the influence of which ! 
wrote my laſt letter, I will now recollect Mr, 
Prercy's laſt-night's ſermon at the Tabernacle; 
but firſt, I muſt tell you, he preached at Totten- 
Eam-Court Chapel in the morning, and by all ac- 
counts was moſt uncommonly delightful, His 
text was, Peace I leave with you, my peace | 
give unto you; not as the world giveth give | 


unto you; let not your heart be troubled, neither | 


let it be afraid.” I was not there; and I muſt 
own, though I heard a moſt excellent diſcourſe 
where I was, I have repented but once, I did not 


prefer Tottenham-Cougs Chapel, as by all accounts | 


Mr. Piercy's was moſt worthy to be heard and re- 
| lated. 


HOUGH I ſent off a letter to you but the ; 4 
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lated. On Sunday evening he preached from 
Matth. xiit. g. Who hath ears to hear, let him 
hear.” He opened his text by ſaying, he thought 


it implied, that naturally we had no ear for ſpi- 


ritual things; that we had a carnal, ſenſual ear, 
open to the voice of praiſe, to the ſound of every 
thing that could delight a ſenſual heart ; but that 
our cars were ſhut to the voice of God. He then 
ſpoke upon the. parable : the Lord Jeſus called 
upon all that had ears to hear; that the Lord 
Jeſus was principally meant by the ſower, and in 
ſubordination to him, the miniſters of the goſpel; 
that the ſeed was the word of God; that God 
created man in innocency ; that man fell from 
that ſtate into the deepeſt guilt and miſery; that 
the Lord provided a remedy for fallen man, in 
giving his Son to fulfil the law for his people, and 
bear their curſe, and in ſending the Holy Ghoſt 
to apply this ſalvation to their hearts: this was 


the ſeed to be ſown. The firſt ſort of hearers, 


were characteriſed by the way-ſide ; which» our 
Lord explains to be thoſe, who hear the word and 
under/iand it not: theſe received it in: at their. 
ears, and may be, it might enter into their heads, 
but never approached their hearts; they never. 
felt their need of Chriſt's ſalvation, or ever expe- 
rienced its power, or taſted the love of God to 
their ſouls: therefore, the wieked One came and 


took the word out of their head: that the devil 


made uſe of the people of the world to this end, 
who were charaCteriſed by the fowls of the air. 


As he went on explaining the different kind of 


B 6 hearers, . 
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hearers, he applied it moſt faithfully to every 
one's heart, requeſting us ſolemnly to aſk our 
own hearts, ſeverally, if we were only way-ſide 

The ſecond ſort, were thoſe who received the 
word into ſtony-ground, where they had not much 
earth, &c. which our Lord explains to be him 
that heareth the word, and anon with joy receiveth 
it; but that tribulation, &c. He explained this, 
by giving the character of a contrary ſet of peo- 
ple, who had their hearts broken, and quoted 
theſe two paſſages out of Feremiah and Feſea; 
« Break up your fallow ground, and ſow not 
among thorns ;” and that ſweet one in Hoſea, 
„ Break up your fallow ground, for it is time to 
ſeek the Lord, till he come and rain righteouſ- 
neſs upon you.” He faid, the Rony-ground 
hearers were thofe, whoſe hearts had never been 
broken; they never had experienced Chriſt's pre- 
ciouſneſs; therefore were ready to give him up, 
whenſoever he ſtood in the way of their worldly 
eaſe, pleaſure, or profit. He moſt awfully took 
notice, that theſe hearers went ſo far as to receive 
the word with joy ; that we might go very far 
in delighting to hear the word of God, eſpecially 
if preached ſmoothly, and by a pleaſing preacher ; 
we might even highly commend God's miniſters 
and people ; yet, if we had not experienced enough 
of Chriſt's preciouſneſs, to prefer him above all 
our ſins, our eaſe, our darling luſts; if we did 
not glory in the croſs, and chearfully ſuffer tri- 


bulatioh and perſecution, we were but ſtony- 
ground 
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ground hearers. He again examined us cloſely,, 
how much we knew of this matter; urging us, 
if we had been ſtony-ground hearers hitherto, we 
might no Jonger deceive ourſelves in that impor- 
tant point, The third fort are thoſe, who receive 
the word in thorny-ground'; which our Lord ex- 
plains to be thoſe, who. hear, and the cares of 
this world, &c. choke the word, and it becometh 
unfruitful. Here he was moſt particularly fine 
and heart-ſearching ; theſe, he ſaid, were ſuch,, 
who heard the word conſtantly, might be looked 
upon as the greateſt of ſaints, when at church, and. 
among the people of God; but when you come to 
examine their lives and converſation. at home, 
were devils incarnate.. He very clearly explained. 
the falſe reaſoning of thoſe, who pleaded the pro- 
viding for their families, as an excuſe for the ne- 
glect of the one thing needful, when they pleaded- 
that ſcripture for their purpoſe, ** He that pro- 
videth not for his own houſe, is worſe than an in- 
fidel.” He explained to them the difference, be- 
tween being ſo taken up with the cares of the 
world, as to neglect the concern. of their ſouls, 
and the providing for their families in a chriftian 
ſpirit : it was not ſhewing them great love to 
Provide as they would for their horſes and dogs, 
and to be totally uncoacerned for their eternal in- 
tereſt, He then earneſtly deſired us in our ſeveral 
Mations to examine ourſelves, how far our religion 
Influenced our hearts and lives ; to ſee, that while 
we were following the miniſters about from place 
to place, may be year after year, we were not 
unjuſt 


a 


I 


unjuſt in our dealings, a lion in our families, 
frantick among our ſervants ; if while we de- 
lighted to be held in eſteem among the eminent 
ſervants of God, we did not look down with con- 
tempt on the poor and weak children of God ; not 
counting them worthy to be ſet with the dogs of 
our flock : in ſhort, if we could ſay with St. Paul, 


« I am crucihed with Chriſt ;” and © the life 


I now live, I live by the faith of the Son of 
God ;” if we had made an unreſerved ſurrender of 
ourſelves to Jeſus, to follow the Lamb whither- 
ſoever he went, bearing our croſs. He warned 
us againſt being guilty of keeping the accurſed. 


thing in our hearts. He then ſpoke to thoſe 
happy few who, as it is. ſaid in another part of the- 


Bible, in an hone/t and good heart receive the 
word of God, and bring forth fruit, &c. He 


ſaid, the ſcripture account of every heart of man. 


by nature was, that “they were deceitful above 


all things and deſperately wicked ;”” that the ex- 
preſſion here meant, that cincigle of grace God 


implants in the hearts of his choſen, which he 
ſees and honours ; theſe were illuminated by the 


Holy Ghoſt, and hear the word and underſtand 


it; and receiving it in the love and power of it, 


bring forth fruit in their different proportion ; but 


all ſome, to .prove the word received in their. 


hearts. He enumerated the different meſſages he 


had from God, to thoſe. who had ears to hear, 
according to their different ſtates: to the mourners, 
. the word of encouragement the Lord had ſpoken 


to them, to engage them to ſeek him; to the 
back- 
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backſliders, to encourage them to return; and v 
the three firſt ſort of hearers, the threatnings God 
had denounced againſt them; as well as to the 
careleſs ſouls, who had never thought about the 
matter; and to the people of God, that they 
were careful to bring forth fruit according to the 
grace given them, to the glory and praiſe of their 
heavenly Father. May you and I, my deareſt 
friend, evidence by our fruits, we have been 
among the laſt happy number of hearers. Adieu! 

Mednueſday. Before I attempt recollecting any 
of the yeſterday's ſermon, I muſt firſt, if I can, 
give you ſome idea of the ſtate of the preacher. 
You muſt know, as the time draws near, he has 
ſuffered much from the thoughts of parting with 
ſo many congregations,, among whom he has 
been fo greatly bleſſed, (and with whom he has 
enjoyed ſweet communion with: God) particu- 
larly the congregation at /Yoo/wich, which was of 


his own planting. It is viſible by the alteration 


of his countenance, how much he has felt this; 
and to add to all, he has great affection for his 
family, and they for him; particularly his mo- 
ther, whoſe darling he is, and to whom he re- 
turns an equal ſhare of affection. About an hour 
before he was to preach, they came up to Londan, 
to take their laſt ſight of him ; his mother's heart 
almoſt broken. Think, my friend, what a cut- 


ting trial this was. However, with his heart as 


full as it could hold, with all theſe ſorrows did 
this poor, tried ſoul get up into the pulpit to preach 
from theſe words, ++ Becauſe I have ſaid theſe 

things 
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He was amazingly ſupported during the time he 
was preaching, conſidering the low ſtate his ſpi- 


rits were in; but his own heart being ſo broken, 


ſpread a ſoftneſs over his whole diſcourſe, that 


made it uncommonly affecting. He opened his. 


diſcourſe with David's reflection, upon ſeeing 
the ungodly in ſuch proſperity, not liable to the 
afflictions of the people of God, till he threw 
aſide the veil, and taking as it were a peep into 


the other world, and beholding the glory of 
God's people, and the miſery of the others, it. 
immediately ſilenced his murmurings, and made 


him chearfully acquieſce in the divine will. He 


ſpoke of the various cauſes of ſorrow the Lord: 


mentioned to his diſciples ; the perſecutions they 


would ſuffer from men, and the loſs of his perſo- 
nal preſence viſibly to ſupport them : that the 
church of God had the ſame trials to go through in 
all ages; and that word of God muſt be fulfilled, 
which fays, Through much tribulation we 
muſt enter into the kingdom of God:“ they could 
know nothing of the divine life, who had never 


experienced any tribulation in their walk. He 


brought in moſt ſweetly that text of the Revela- 
tions, deſcribing thoſe who walked in white robes, 
and had palms in their hands; „ Theſe are they 


who come out of. great tribulations, &c.” He 


mentioned the ſeveral ways the Lord Jeſus ſpoke- 
to the ſoul, which filled the heart with ſorrow; 
when he ſpoke conviction, ſhewing them the fin 


of their nature, their heart and life: in ſuch a 


propor- 


things unto you, ſorrow hath filled your hearts.“ 
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oportion as conviction faſtened upon the ſoul, A | 
WS: ſuch a degree, ſorrow would fill the heart; 
e exhorted us to examine if we had ever felt 
y of this ſorrow ; for if we had not, the Lord 
ad never ſpoken to us. The Lord alſo ſpoke in 
ie voice of the law, when that took hold of the 

onſcience, ſhewing the ſoul how grievouſly he 
ad tranſgrefled it, and what an awful curſe it 
enounced againſt him, when the devil backed. 
* ſe accuſations, telling the poor ſoul he had 
Wut-ſinned the mercy and grace of God, then in- 
ed ſorrow filled the heart. The ſoul in ſuch a 
Nate was always ready to think the Lord ſpake in | 5 

| 

| 


pon ae 
"# to break down our hearts, and bring us 
7 e Jerus, to whom we never ſhould come, ES 
We were driven from every other refuge we could f 
ombly deviſe ; and ſweetly did he ſpeak of the 
Weracic beleben the Lord would make of him 
92 elf to the heart of ſuch a poor ſinner, the 
Lord, gracious and merciful, pardoning iniquity, 
ranſgreſſion and fin.” He next ſpoke of the dif- 
ferent paths the Lord might lead the believer 
into, when he had made him willing to take up. 
Inis croſs and follow him whitherſoever he went; 
may be the Lord might ſee it neceflary, in order 
co purge our droſs, to lead us into the furnace of 
amliction, nay, may be from one affliction into 
another, that ſorrow filled our hearts. When Jeſus: 
poke to us in theſe afflifting diſpenſations; ſome- 
eimes we are called to follow him in the paths of de- 
4 ee when darkneſs ſurrounds us, and we hardly 
I W 
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know which way to take, and the way that lay 
before us was hedged up with briars and thorns. 
Under the power of indwelling ſin, how often 
did ſorrow fill our hearts, when we found cor- 
ruptions ſtrong in us, and we were ready to ſay, 
we ſhould one day periſh by the hand of our 
enemies; but he comforted us with that precious 
promiſe, © that we ſhall be made more than con- 


querors through him that loved us.” He then 
proceeded to ſpeak of the glorious conſolations. | 
God had provided for us under all theſe ſorrows ; 


the ſpiritual preſence of Jeſus, the Holy Ghoſt 
the Comforter, who would be with us to the end; 
the promiſes the Bible is full of to theſe mourners. 
in Zion, and the immutability of them. He ſpoke 
comfort to thoſe who were under any providential 
affliction, and enumerated. ſeveral, particularly, 
ſuch as parting with our dear friends; he faid, 
with this burthen upon his heart, he had ſpoken 
to them on this occaſion, as he was about to leave 
them, to carry the goſpel into America, He took 
a moſt affecting leave of that congregation, re- 
turning them many thanks for their prayers, and 
the love they had ſhewn him ; he begged the con- 
tinuance of their prayers, ſetting before them the 


greatneſs of the work he was entering into, and 


his own- youth and inexperience ; he looked for- 
ward to that happy time, when we ſhall meet in 
heaven, where we ſhall. have no more ſorrowful 
partings ; the view of this, on which he ſpoke 
moſt ſweetly, (though I cannot relate what he 
faid) ſeemed to me to animate his own heart, ſo 
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WS: whilc he was ſpeaking on that ſubject, he 
q Þpeared to forget, for a little while, his ewn: 
WS ict. He ended with an awful word to thoſe who 
4 | mained in their natural ſtate, intreating them, 
C Wt he might not ſee them on the left-hand 
Nong the goats, and appear as a witneſs againſt 


=" & em; that he had given them this ſolemn warn-- 
T7 but if there were any whoſe hearts were im- 


q eſſed with what they had heard, he earneſtly 


vited them to come to Jeſus, whoſe arms were 


ended wide to receive them, and who never 
t out any that came to him. He commended 
all to God, aſſuring the congregation, he 
ould bear them upon his heart before God in 
Prayer. You may believe, this diſcourſe of Mr. 
BP :-rcy's ſent his congregation home with almoſt 
broken hearts as himſelf; there was not a dry 
Wye in the Chapel, and many were affected even 
Wo ſobbing ; my heart bleeds for him, as well as. 
or his mourning friends. The Holy Ghoſt, the 
WC omforter, will, I hope, be with him to the end; 


Pet his work, until he ſhall come to receive the 
Fr cward of it, and ſhine as a ſtar in the firmament 
bor ever. Sure, my deareſt friend, this is a ſtrong 
proof of what the power of the love of Chriſt 
aan work in a heart won over by its ſweetneſs, 


| and I ſhould think muſt be a comfortable addi- 


tonal teſtimony that the Lord Jeſus reigns there, 
rriumphing over every earthly attachment, and 


hat ſtrongeſt of all attachments, ſelf. I hope 
indeed I do not doubt) the Lord will give him. 
many fouls in the land whither he is going, and. 
| when 
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when ſhoals of people are flocking after him, 
ſaying, © Whither is the beloved gone, that well 
may ſee him with thee ?” They may comfort hin 
for thoſe he has left behind, and be a glorious 
evidence, that with ſingleneſs of eye and a faith. MW 
ful heart, he has followed the Lamb whitherſo- 
ever he went, be the path ever ſo thorny. 
- Thurſday. Yeſterday evening we went to the 
Tabernacle, where Mr. Piercy preached: his laſt 
fermon, and took his leave of the congregation 
there. He preached from the xxth of the 40 
and the 32d verſe ; ** And now, brethren, I com- 
mend you to God, and the word of his grace, 
which. is able to build you up, and to give you 
an inheritance among them which are ſanctiſied.“ 
He began his diſcourſe by relating the ſtate which Wall 
the city of Epheſus was in, when the providence Wl 
of God brought the apoſtle Paul there; which 
was worſhipping Diana the goddeſs of the Ephe- 
ant, and wholly given up to idolatry. He e- 
ferred us (I alſo refer you) to the chapter whence Wl 
his text was taken, where you will find recorded, 
the labours the apoſtle had wrought among them, 
and the great love he ſhewed them; as a proof 
of which, in the text, when he was taking his i 
leave of them, he recommends them to God, as 
the friend under whoſe protection he could moſt 
chearfully leave them. Were he to commend them. 
to any creature, all friendſhip that was human. 
was fallible, death might ſnatch them away, their 
power of uſefulneſs might fail, or their friend- 
thip might abate, but God's power and love were 
unchangeable. 
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hangeable. He commends them to the word 
his grace, which he ſaid might imply, not 
7 ly the goſpel word, but the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
no in the word of his grace is revealed as the 
ternal Word, the wiſdom of the Father. He 
entioned the bleſſings the apoſtle wiſhed them 
WS cnjoy from the care of their heavenly Father; 
a being commended to the word of his grace, 
left them babes in Chriſt. He commended 
em to God, to be built up in the faith, to re- 
ive the inheritance of grace and glory among 
em who are ſeparated by the eternal and elect- 
Wo love of God, to be veſſels of -holigeſs. As 
hc felt the ſame love for them the apoſtle had 
ne for thoſe among whom he had laboured, 
ad was going to take his leave of them, in all 
Wrobability for ever, he would give them the ſame 
Eftimony of his love, by commending them to 

od; which he did, by ſpecifying particularly 
ery ſtate each ſoul in that congregation could 
Woflibly be in, the babes, young men, and fathers 
Wn Chriſt; thoſe in a ftate of temptation, back- 
Niers, under the power of corruption, under the 
Eg orkings of unbelief, in a formal phariſaical ſtate, 
a dſtate of carnal ſecurity; in all theſe ſitua- 
ons, what could he do for us, but commend us 
=o God, who from the word of his g:ace, he 
proved, was both able and willing to help us. 
o two of theſe particular ſtates, his words IT 


ought ſo peculiarly precious, that I will try to 
late them, which muſt ſerve to give you ſame 
Nea of the reſt, which my bad head and worſe 
4 | heart” 


Sn, | 
heart could not retain ſufficiently, to give you ; 
particular account of; the one was to backſliders, 3 
he ſaid, I will commend you to God; why, be 
cauſe_he loves prodigals ; when his poor prodigiſ 9 
ſon had departed from him, and gone and live | 
among, and fed upon huſks with ſwine, when i 
ſaw him afar off, he ran and met him, and fel 3 
ou his neck and kifſed him; and to the word off 1 
his grace, becauſe it ſays, Return, return unn 
me, ye —— children, I will heal youll 1 
backſlidings.” The other was to poor trembling 4 
ſinners, who earneſtly wiſhed to come to Jelw 
but through the weakneſs of their faith coul 
not; theſe he commended to God, as the lamb ig 
of the flock, and to the word of his grace, he 
cauſe he ſaid, he would carry the lambs in " 5 
boſom.” There being a corple brought in, whoki 
ſoul had departed happy, in commending the un- 
converted young people to God, he directed def ; F, 
attention to that ſight, warning them, how un 
certain the time was, when their bodies mig 
be in that ſituation, may be, ere another (ui 
aroſe ; and earneſtly begging them to take t . 
ſame thought about their ſoul the departed ſain "1 
had done, telling them, in order to impreſs 9 
more upon their minds, ſhe had been herſelf i be 
hearer but the laſt Lord's-day fortnight. £ 4 

Mr. Piercy is gone this evening to take 1 
leave of the congregation at Moolibich. Shou 
the Lord vouchſafe us a dry day, he takes bil 
leave of all his London friends upon Tower-Hily 
If that is the caſe, you certainly ſhall have as = 1 1 
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io ſpirits: the Lord will, I hope, bleſs the word 
to his own heart, and cauſe it to be a ſupport to 
Ver 1 his mind; though ſuch frequent preachings muſt 
9 a I hae his natural ſtrength. If theſe fragments of 
fel tne ſermons that the Lord has enabled me to pick 
vn p, ſhould afford nouriſhment to your ſoul, 1 
ſhall receive a great additional happineſs to what! 
4 have enjoyed, in being ſo plentifully fed by the 
Sword of God, from the mouth of his miniſters. 
= Friday evening. The Lord has cauſed his ſun 
co ſhine moſt gloriouſly upon us this morning at 
T7 :wer-Hill, where was a numerous congregation ; 
Wand what was yet more worthy of praiſe, the Sun 
of Righteoufneſs aroſe upon us, cauſing the 
bearts of ſinners to melt at his word, which Mr. 
Percy ſpoke from, being the viith of Luke, „He 
laid to the woman, "Thy fins are forgiven thee.” 
ne began by ſhewing what ſin is; that it is the 
tranſgreſſion of the mind and will of God revealed 
in the ten commandments, which our Lord ſums 
up in the anſwer he gave to the Lawyer, who 
a aſked him, what was the great commandment of 
che law? „Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God 
'Þ with all thy heart, &c.“ If we had not kept up 


Bll Nentirely devoted to God in thought, word, and 
% dced, we were ſinners, and could not be happy 
iN WE £11] we had received forgiveneſs of fins. He ap- 
pealed to our conſciences, if we had not over and 
over proved the enmity of our carnal mind, by a 
life 


account of it as 1 ſhall be enabled „ fed, FA 
heſe frequent leave-takings are very trying to 


0c the purity of this law in its full force, being 


| 
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life and converſation directly oppoſite to this holy WM 
law of God: he ſaid, that God could not forgive Wi 
ſins but in a way conſiſtent with his holineſs ang 
Juſtice ; therefore the Lord Jeſus had ſatisfied hu 
juſtice, by ſtanding in our law-place, and bearing 
the moſt righteous vengeance of God in our ſtead, 
that he had wrought out a moſt compleat righte. Wl 
ouſneſs, wherein we might ſtand accepted before 
the Father. He ſpoke very finely on the viſt 
our Lord made to the Phariſee, as it is related in 
that beautiful portion of ſcripture, from whence WM 
his text was taken; on the offence this r:ghteou;: Wl 
Simon took, at Jeſus's ſuffering this poor weeping WM 
ſinner to lay at his feet, expreſſing her penitence WM 
and love; and on the conviction the Lord ſpake | 
to him in the parable of the debtor and creditox, 
He proved from his text, that Jeſus did give po 
ſinners to #new their ſins are now forgiven, not 
that they might be forgiven at the hour of death, 
or afterwards ; but that as ſure as the maleſactor MI 
knew when he received his pardon, he was deli- 
vered from condemnation, ſo ſurely the Lord would 
give the ſinner to know his ſins are forgiven him, i 
and give him to enjoy and live upon the ſweet Wl 
experience of pardoning grace in his heart. He Wn 
then enlarged upon the fulneſs, freeneſs, and glory Wl 
of the ſalvation beſtowed upon all thoſe whoſe Wl 
ſins are forgiven. He took his leave of the con- 
gregation, by earneſtly inviting all thoſe who Wl 
were ftill under the curſe of the law, to come to 
Jeſus, that their ſins might be forgiven ; warning 
them not to put off their repentance till death, 
3 "= 
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A ſt they might not have it in their power to call 
on God; relating to them two molt ſtriking 
ctances of daring ſinners whom God had taken 
= with a ſtroke wa midſt of their 
cad curſes. He encouraged: thoſe who kept back, 
reaſon of the greatneſs of their ſin, to come to 
ſus, from the conſideration that Jeſus came to 
ve the chief of ſinners ; that he came not to call 
righteous but . he therefore invited 
m to come, juſt as they were; for if they 
ent to ſtay till they had mended themſelves, or 
| . t new hearts, they might ſtay till they eternally 
riſhed in remedileſs ſorrow, This, my dear 
4 1, is the ſubſtance of Mr. Piercy's laſt meſ- 
* from God on Tæwer-Hill. If one may judge 
tears flowing plentifully, it reached the hearts 
f many. This muſt be ſaid, never were ſinners 
re earneſtiy invited, or the love and compaſſion 
Hi, who receiveth ſinners, more power- 
y or evangelically ſet forth. Had not heart- 
experience convinced me, that the ſtubborn 

rt of man will bow down to no human argu- 
Ents, though offered with ever ſo much power 
love, I ſhould be ready to judge it quite im- 
able for the moſt hardened ſinner to ſtand out 
inſt the crucified Saviour, who has been offered 
chem to-day as their friend, their brother, their 
aegroom, their Al. O! may the Lord reveal 
= mighty arm, cauſing all thoſe who have heard 


WE 7<port to believe it, to the everlaſting ſalvation 
cbeir ſouls, 
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Sunday. My friend, I am this moment of 
625 from hearing Mr. Piercy's laſt ſermon, 2 : 
receiving his parting bleſſing; and oh ! that 
© heart may never loſe the favour of it all my nl 
I think I never heard ſo fine a diſcourſe in my i 
his text was, „Ihe grace of our Lord Jl 1 
Chriſt, and the love of God, and the communig 4 
of the Holy Ghoſt, be with you all. Ama 
He began by y calling to mind our ſtate in this li 
that we were all candidates for eternity, wig F 
muſt be ſpent either in the moſt glorious happingil 
or in the deepeſt miſery : from this conſideraighl 
| he exhorted us with the Apoſtle in the 5th wlll 
- of the chapter, to examine ourſelves whether = 
were in the faith, in that faith emphatically cal 
„ the faith of God's ele, the faith which on 
comes the world, which purifies the heart, v 
worketh by ove * if we were, Chriſt dwelt 
- us, and we in him; he dwelt in us by his Spi 
- he was the hope of glory in us, he was ſr 
ſtrength of our heart and our portion, with 
we were reprobates, unſound, and unappront ; 
rotten in heart before God, and only outſide i 
feſſors. He then took up the words of the All 
ſtle in the 13th verſe, © Be perfect;“ viz. 
ſincere and upright, without any allowed gu 
* be of good comfort,” ſeek to abound muciif 
the conſolations of the Lord; „ be of one mn: 
as much as poſſible, be of the ſame principle 1 
doctrine ; as far as you have attained, walk in Wa 
ſame ah, ſeek to experience the ſame bleſs 
live in peace.“ He then ſpoke to the word 


5 
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WS tcxt, of the various meanings grace has in 
rent parts of the Bible; but that here it 
ainly meant that fulneſs of grace, which dwelt 
ce Lord Jeſus from before the world began, 
manifeſted itſelf in the great work of our ſal- 
1 ion; all the bleſſings purchaſed for us by that 
P pleatly glorious work, pardon, peace, righte- 
ies, ſanctification; all which the Apoſtle 
ed for the Corinthians in the text, and all 
ich he moſt earneſtly wiſhed for us. He made 
e ſweet remark upon the Apoſtle's uſing theſe 
ee words, Lord Jeſus Chriſt, naming him by 
his office-names : Jeſus, the faviour, who 
ed us from wrath, from the curſe of the law, 
n our ſins and corruptions, from eternal mi- 
: Ci, the anointed, our high-prieſt, our 
iator, our prophet, ſacrifice, our glorious in- 
(cor, who ever liveth to plead before his Fa- 
rs throne, his precious blood and righteouſneſs, 
the cauſe of the acceptance of poor guilty ſin- 
5 he names him alſo as the Lord, our king, 
o rcigns over and in us, fights and conquerors 

us, ſin, death, and hell. He next ſpoke of the 
ond bleſſing he with the Apoſtle wiſhed for us, 
the Love of God.” He ſpoke moſt excellently 
e properties of this bleſſed love; that it was 
Fa, unchangeable, and abſolutely free; it was 
for any good thing God could ſeevin us for 
ich he loved us, but only from the fulneſs of 
c © that dwelt in himſelf ; we deſerved nothing 

t hell, but he had beſtowed on us a heaven of 
rasa pardoning love, a fructifying, ſancti- 
wee „ we fying, 


ET 1 
fying, perſevering, glorifying love; that tha 
love was ratified to us by the oath of JzHovan WM 
and ſealed to us by the blood of the Lamb; it wall 
love which cauſed him to give up his beloved 8 
out of his boſom, to ſuffer for us, that we migh i 
be bleſſed to all eternity. O what manner of loi 
was this ! there could be nothing on earth brough:Wl 
in compariſon with it. Who of us, to ſave ou 
friend, would give up our darling fon, our be. 
loved Jſaac, to be cruelly mangled and torment. 
ed; but even could this be found, it would gin 
us no idea of the love of God, who had given will 
his Son to die, not for friends, but for baſe . 
tellious ſinners, who had nothing in them to en- 
gage compaſſion or excite pity ; this was the low 
he wiſhed to be with us: And the communio 
of the Holy Ghoſt,” without which laſt blefling 
we could enjoy neither of the former; the Hori 
Ghoſt glorified Jeſus, and teſtified of him to owl 
Hearts, in all his offices; that he ſhed abroad tl 
love of God in our hearts; that we could hari 
no communion with God, but through him; bj 5 
him we have fellowſhip with the Father, and th 
Son; he is a Spirit of prayer; he makes interce- 
ſion for us. Through theſe particular heads, hi 
as uſual, brought the word cloſe to our heart 
reminding us of the apoſtle's exhortation, ex- 
amine yok ſelves, &c.“ He ſet forth to us, hol 
dreadful was our ſtate, if we have nothing «lM 
theſe bleffings ; that we were of all other cre 
tures moſt accurſed; we could not die as a beat: 


inſenſible to happineſs or miſery after death, bi 
* ba 
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ad immortal fouls, that muſt either experience 
heſe bleſſings, or be miſerable to all eternity; 
What we ſtood upon the verge of it, not knowing 
ow. ſoon we might be called away. He faid, 
e could not bear to denounce curſes againſt 


em the laſt opportunity he ſhould have ot 
e eaking to them (and indeed, the ſenſibility with 
nich he ſpake, was a ſufficient proof of his 


; : incerity) but that he muſt be faithful: how could 
ee face them in a judgment-day, if he was guilty 
f their blood? He preſſed the unconverted peo- 
plc, of all ranks, to come to Jeſus for the pre- 
Wc ious bleſſings he had been ſpeaking of; he told 
hem of his confeſſion, who ſtood ready with open 
3 arms to receive them; he aſked what could have 
een done more for them than the Lord Jeſus had 
one, he had lived for them, ſuffered, died for 
oem, laid in the grave, riſen and aſcended for 
hem, intercedes for them, and earneſtly intreated 
hem to forſake their fins, which could not profit 
them; that there was no earthly comſort or plea- 
ure that had not a bitter mixed in the cup, and 
egged they might not be preferred before Chriſt. 
e then ſpoke fo delightfully to the mourners in 
lien, who wiſhed to experience theſe bleſſings, 
WE that I would give the world to remeniber every 
word; but though to this moment I feel it ta 
my very heart, I cannot digeſt it in my head as 
could wiſh, He aſked them, what#kept them 
from coming by faith, to drink out of the a. 
ing ocean of rich, free, ſovereign grace, when 
they were ſo lovingly invited: “ Ho! every oz 
C 3 that 
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that thirſteth, &c.“ Did they {oy they were un. 
worthy? Jeſus received the unworthy. Were they 
afraid becauſe of their fins ? Jeſus was the ſinner: 
friend. O! but they had nothing to recommend | 
them, they were quite empty; in him all fulne( 
dwelt, and he never ſent any empty away. Wen 
they afraid becauſe they had no faith? faith wa 
Jeſus's gift, and he never refuſed any that aſbed 
Were they afraid of death? Jeſus would ſtand h 
them in that trying hour, for he had ſwallows 
up death in victory. Were they afraid of indwel. 
ing ſin? Jeſus would make them more than con-: 
querors over their enemies. Were they afraid d 
plunging into eternity? angels would carry then 
into Abraham's boſom. Were they afraid of judy. Wi 
ment? Jeſus had ſtood in their place, and born: Wi 
their judgment for them. He remarked, that t 
apoſtle wiſhed theſe bleſſings might be conferrei 
en all, without partiality to any of ſuperior gifts 
or attainments, but to the meaneſt and weakel 
of all Chriſt's members. He then ſpoke molt Wl 
ſweetly upon the word Amen, ſo let it be; pray-l 
ing, that God might ratify the bleſſing which bei 
{> kindly pronounced over us; that we might en- 
joy the grace of our Lord Jefus Chriſt, the love i 
cf God, and the communion of the Holy Ghott, il 
more particularly in our folemn meetings from 
time to time in that place; that we might be WWF 
blefied in our going out, and in our coming in. 
He ava earneſtly entreated our prayers for him- Wil 
;rif, that he might have a ſafe voyage, that God i 
would manifeſt : umſelf a God of the ſeas as wel 
4 
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of the dry land; that the Lord would give him 
u me ſouls that were in the ſhip, that he would 
: f and him ſafe on the American ſnore, and prepare 
ne hearts of the people to receive him. He 
eyed to God moſt fervently and affectionately 
or us all, particularly. for the of the 
. hapel, and for Lady Huntingdon, that the Lord 
ould bleſs the work in her hands, and preſerve 
eer long among us, as an ornament, to her pro- 
eon, and an honour to the land; Amen, ſo be 
t. My heart replies to every particular of his 
prayer; but I muſt join with it my prayer ta 
God, that the Lord may return it a thouſand 
thouſand fold into his own boſom; may his 
cup run over with every bleſſing he prayed for 
cn our behalf! To every trouble that may ariſe 
i his own heart to diſturb it, may the Lord 
eus ſay, “ Peace, be ſtill,” as well as to the 
ſtormy wind and tempeſt! He prayed that our 
bearts might be kept near the Lord, and that we 
might enjoy much of his preſence. - Oh! may 
od fulfil his promiſe, and come unto him, and 
le his abode with him, not only for a ſeaſon, but 
may his heart be the con/tant reſidence of the Triune 
God! With ſuch a glorious companion as this, 
I will defy the world and the devil to diſturb his 
Wpeace and joy. I will therefore now leave him, 
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Wand conclude this long letter: yet notwithſtand- 
f Ing its preſent length, I muſt take leave to adorn 
wich theſe ſweet verſes of Mr. Shirley's. 
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On the Miss1o to AMERICA, 1772. 


add, 


GO deſtin'd veſſel; heavenly freighted, go; 
For lo! the Lord's ambaſſadors are there; 
Faith fits at helm, and Hope attends the prow, 


Whilft thouſands ſwell the fail with balm 
prayer. | 5 
II. 
Jesvs thy guardian walks the briny wave, 
Or on the whirlwind ridcs, or rules the ſtorm: 


His eye regards thee, vigilant to ſave, 
Tho' danger varies its terriſic form. 


III. 


Black gathering tempeſts, aw'd by his command, 
T heir hideous roar in lowly murmurs ceaſe: Wl 
W hilit o'er the monftrous ſurge he waves his hand, 
Or ſpreads the ſilky mantle of his Peace. | 


TY. 


The Lord of elements is Lord of men : 
He ſlills the menace of the hoſtile mind: 
3:5 ſervants ſoon as the glad port they gain, 
In hearts prepar'd ſhall friendly welcome find. 


( 97 J 


V, 
o! India's tawny ſons incline the ear, 
And pauſe attentive to the ſacred word: 


eralds of Gon your embaſly declare; 
And win obedient nations to the Lonp. 


* 


Proclaim the Croſs, his banner lifted high, 
And bid a guilty world find refuge there: 
o ſhall the praiſe of myriads rend the ſky, 
And heaven and earth the mighty bleſſings ſhare, 


VII. 

oO the glad morn? Ariſe, O KINO of Kings, 
Aſſume, ok thine univerſal ſway ; 

ill earth ſubdu'd, its willing tribute brings, 
And diſtant regions chearfully obey, 


« 
(7 
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ö VIII. 

hen big with conqueſt, bring thy glories down; 
Let thoſe that love thy name thy perſon view: 
Friends of thy croſs, they ſoon ſhall ſhare thy 
. crown, 

In peaceful reſt, with bliſs for ever new. 


8 I am, Cc. 


£3 


5 4 | 
A / % F4 , a 1 - Pl EQ n : 
/ ö 177572 7 4 Ps A! P YAN CAL JO 177 
yo 5 . 


# 


